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From
 the outside, this looks like one of the typical housing blocks built for railway 

workers in M
ilan in 1920. Inside, the building has undergone radical renovation works 

that have transform
ed it in term

s of both its structure and distribution. O
nly the build-

ing enclosure has been m
aintained; while everything else – foundations, roof, attics, 

internal insulation, system
s, and internal distribution – has been redesigned from

 
scratch. The total volum

e has rem
ained the sam

e, while the floor area has been in-
creased by 60 square m

eters, thanks to the new placem
ent of the floor slabs, staircases 

and reclam
ation of the attic. All the m

aterials used contribute to creating a fluid space 
that stretches all the way to the terrace and garden. The hom

e is designed as a vertical 
loft featuring a m

andatory route, where getting lost and finding oneself becom
es a 

gam
e. The resulting sense of bewilderm

ent m
agnifies the perception of the space.

VILLA C
ITTÀ STUDI

C
HALLENG

E: TO
 DESIG

N A HO
M

E THAT IS BRIG
HT 

AND W
ELC

O
M

ING
 DESPITE THE LIM

ITED SPAC
E.

Architect | W
estway Architects

Com
pletion | 2013

O
riginal building | 1920

Gross floor area before | 180 m
2

Gross floor area after | 250 m
2

Num
ber of room

s before | 7 
Num

ber of room
s after | 5

Num
ber of apartm

ents | 1
Address | M

ilan, Italy


